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PRAMATIC DAMNATION.

That we believe public amugements to be of
po little importance may be inferred from the
fact that we often, in another column, devote a
Jiberal epace to their consideration. But there
gre several reasons for speaking of them here and
pow. This is the season of indoor recreation.
pramatic speculations invelve an enormous out-
Jay, and thereturns are proportionate. New-York
is, perhaps, the only eity inthe world inwhich the
theater, unsubsidized and dependent solely upon
its proper receipts, actnally makes money for
the managers, It has not only & large resident
population addicted to play-going, including
the forcign element, which must have musical
pleasurcs, hut there is @ constant influx of
gight-seers from all parts of the comntry. An
enterprising man has only to put ont & red lan-

academy of a department of letters which every
culsivated age and every polite nation have ree-

ognized,
——————

A LOW IDEA OF GOVERNMENT.

The distingnishing philosophy of the more
inventive anti-Reformers in the British Parlia-
ment—we mean that clasg of thinkers who, in
short, are opposed to popular thonght—is well
illustrated in Mr. Robert Lowe's idea of govern-
ment,  First, asto the Evglish franchise, says
IMr. Lowe:

* You shonld not argus the Reform questlon as if the
franchise were a boon which you had at yonr disposal,
{and of which you should make un equal distribution.
i\_rm should not deal with it s if it were the Danda an
Kirwee prizemoney which sou wers golng to die-
ltribute, |A langhf Ts It hy considerations of that
[ nd you sbonld govern a great empiret  The franchise
|1 nol to be given on &N A priari |rr|:u'1;|]l- of justice,
I This is not a question to be decided @ priori, or on » had
n gestieman ean evolve from his own mind, It Is 4

a1

goon his adulterous way rejoicing. The In-
spector of Milk advertises him In all the news-
papers, nominatim—proclaima the number of his
cart—announces the place of his residence—in
fact, smashes his commercial reputation with all
who prefer & pure article for themselves and
their babies. Other fields of industry may
thereafter be open to the culprit—he may try
lhiri Land at vending bean-coffee, or sanded eu-
| gar, or larded butter, or wooden nutmegs or
logwood wine, but his struggles in the milk-
trade are over. An outraged community will
lLring out no more bowls before breakfast for
him to fill with an unwholesome, thin, sky-blue
| commodity, He is a nsed-up milkman.

This may seem harsh, but we are ferocious
| enough to wish that New-York might have the

| benefit of & little stern practice of the kiud.

tern In Hrumlwn_r, and announce that some- ‘-1;-1--|iun of practical experience of the working of our | Of course, here & wicked milkman wonld need

thing is to be seen within, and he is sure of a
Jong procession of perfectly  good-natured

it:.w-—uw o to the best wackinery we can bave for the
work we bave to do.”

And the hest machinery is justice, of conrse,

a great deal more showing up than in Doston—
if exposed in one qfarter of thae city he might

yigitors, extremely willing to be entertained and {That iz not the British doctrine, however, which J betake himself to another, but a good, thorough
jncapable of hissing the most enormous absurd- | has ever been the allowance of & minimum of | advertising in the newspapers and by placard,
ity. One consequence of this is that thore is | fuir-play with the people for the maxinmum of | with instructions to the local palice to look after
po #uch thing as salutary criticism inside the {aggrandizemont with elasses—two things which | him, and to warn families against him, Lis cart,

theater, The pit ence had rights, and did not
gilently acquiesce in their infringement: the
worst that an over-bored andience now does is to
go gnietly and contemptuously out, with a full
resolution not to be so bored sgain. Bt this
makes small diffsrence. No manager thinks of
withdrawing a play because it is disliked. Why
should he? Ile is sure of a perfoctly fresh
sudience on the next evening,and the dissatisfied
people have all gone home to the pastoral dis-
tricts, or will try their luck at a rival establish-
ment. Thua there is hardly any etupidity which
may not, by the aid of Hluminated posters and
s little audacious fibbing, be nursed through a
whole remunerative season. Thus it is that
plays foreign in atmosphere, in dislogue, in
sharacter and in incident, having no perceptible
relation to our own social phases, and no moral
galne whatever to an American congregation,

{do mot square well. But here is Mr. Lowe's
obligne iden of the *‘common people:”

* When the common peaple are told that thers in any-
thing to be got, they think that, as in the administra-
tion of fustics, there abould be equality to all,  They
think the Government sught to distribote everything
equally, ne if something was to ho divided between co-
partners. Pat that is an entire misunderstandivg of the
real business of o government.  Government does not
deal with justice. It deals with expediency, The ob
Ject is to construet the best machinery for the purpose
to which it is to be applied. We may violate any law
of symmetry, equality, or distributive jostice, in pro-
viding the proper machinery w euable us to do what is
required of us. |Ilear, hear.]"”

There, in brief, is the whole Tory doctrine,
sot down in maxims, The people are right, no
[doubt; but government (says Mr. Lowe) does
| not deal in justice, What is required is a mill,
aud something to keep it going, whether the
people are ground or not.  Be Mr. Lowe's ar-
gument ever so specious, the inference cannot
be avoided that the government which he de-

his cans, his cows and his water-pails, might
have the desired effect of suppressiug him alto-
gether. Next Summer, we are sure that he
will, unless compelled to relinguish the milk-
business, be more dangerons to human life than
fifty full-Aledged plug-uglies in the loftiest stage
of intoxication, He will be one of King Chol-
era’s most efficient servants—he will take the
Herodian department and attend to the small
murders, He will ravage in the nursery, while
the purveyor of bad meat ravages in the dining-
room. What with elaughter-houses, and boue-
boilerics, and noisome keonels, and tenements
damp, erowded and ill-ventilated, the children
of the poor have rather a dismal out-look for
next midsummer; and the milkman who may
take away their last chance of living through
that season, showing no meroy to thesc inno-
cents, is entitled to the very least mercy con-

mc.uminua!ly produced, and as complacently “"'”"‘*‘Ii-‘» :m““"“'f_ ingeniously “”“"i""“_- sUll | gistont with Christian charity.
received ll-*‘_'lf they gave real and hearty satis- (& very badly u:utmed and ebsurd negation of | The most hopeless commnnity is not by any
faction. The pit has been schooled to a|the people. 'We do not object to his definition | . qnq the most ignorant—it is that which sins

‘iﬂ‘rlf'll'.tﬁH(‘. indifference, It hus no likes and |8 applied to the Government of Mr. Lonis Na- against light, employs the devices of rmiiznlinn!tu-lu.-\'ing that justice can be crushed by the
po dislikes; it takes what it can get without poleon, or Her Majesty's in Ireland, as ona to perpetunte the .(.\-i]a of barbarism, raises | dead-weight of wickeduness, if unly it be deadly
grumbling: if it cannot have sense on the stage, | bighly congenial to all the Fumblechooks, cheating and  comwercial fabrication to thnivr:ongh and sufliciently wi-;ht':'. Power is
it is content with scencry; and it does not hi_;:g]'-llf'f-"igﬂf”‘?- Barnacles and l""h'mi_“-* in n D8 | hight of & fine art, encounters fatal and well-| pleasant to the ;hb\i'(-rful-—ft""fn.lﬂ‘ is 5“""’1_|
sbont the conversation, if the costume of the |tion “'1'“"1_ ‘j‘if_i“l"" itself to be ingloriously ruled | gofined dangers with both eyes wide open, | the hoart of man is desperately wicked—wrong
onmn-.d_'.l- be sufficiently variegated. The result "."_"_h_Pfllll-"“““* and Fogies; but 11:'.11‘ I8 00| ynderstands what is deathly and yet ealinly and | resorts naturally to physical force: always has
of this is ll?n!. when we inquire for the Ameri :-.:-."1' finition of true governmont. Expediency™ | sralidly invites the approuch of death, will not | since Cain accomplished the primal homicide.
droma, we find that there is no such thing. |haes become a word odious from its mal-applica- !Jm.n. will not clean, will not let God's blessed | The tragedy of it is, that killing goes on under | with  Southern Principles—had all  passed

Iately sent to Senator Sumner a severed black
finger, may have had, God knows what, supar-
stitious notions in doing so, of enchanting the
recipient, of bewitching him to death, or to
dumbness, or of hardening his heart, or of
scaring him into an abandonment of his views
upon the Suffrage question.
wretches in Missiseippi who elaughter and burn
defenseless freedmen, fancy that they are thus
promoting White supremacy. In New-Zealand,
not long ago, 8 native and his wife pulled the
heart out of their liviog child, under the im-
pression that the poor infant was bewitched.
A spell has fallen upon Slaveholding—the evil
eyn of civilization has smitten it—the glory of
the violent has departed; and they stupidly hope
to rekindlo it by oflering up sacrifices to the
Devil their master, by shooting, roasting, maim-
ing, torturing, by every invention of eruelty
aud torment. Btill in their decadence lingers
their ancient ferocity.  8till to whip, to starve
aud to strangle—still to bunt, to shoot and to
stab—still to treat God's image as wild beasts
are treated—still, in defiance of law, to keep
up & semblance of reinless and irresponsible
power—thiese are the precious consolations of
obdurate and enraged traitors! Is it asked
what these wretches expect to gain by such|
Heaven-defying, law-defying acts?  How dnl
we know ! Perhaps nothing more than the im-|
mediate gratification of their low instinets aml1
the instant solace of their undying hate.  Des-|
peration never reasone, They may hope to|
frighten us back to a quas: patronage of the|
old iniquity. They may think to worry the |
Blacks inte & rebellion which would|
leave them at the merey of every hard
hand and harder heart, They may bave no
other motive than that which drives the starved
tiger npon his prey. They have a lively faith
in wickedness. They conceivo that precions
virtue is latent in monstrons erimes. They be-
lieve that some deity will take them in keeping
ift only they dablle their hands often enongh in
human blood, 'Tis an old delusion, confined
to no quarter of the globe—as rifo and as ram-
pant in Richmond as in Africa~—the delusion of

The beastly i

demand for distilled epirits for the mannfacture
of spurious liguors, wines, cordials, bitters, &ec.

The report says:

“For the manufacture of ‘imitetion wines' the
demand for distilled spirits hsa mlso beretofore been
very large; four firms in the City of New-York lm%
re to the Commission s mn%lwd 223,
:;mq'unrmlpummwhm ing the year

About twenty per cent. is the proportion of
gpirits used: so that we bave from four firms
alone nearly two millions of gallons of this
borrid mixture palmed off for consumption!
There are probably not less than three hundred
firms engaged in this debasing traflic !

Again: it is shown that the Importations of
opium, Indian hemp, and other narcotic and
intoxicating drugs, were largely increased; and
it is evident that their use is but another way of
adnlterating spirituons liguors, Of their effect
upon the popular health, not less than the popu-
lar morals, there can be no two opinions. A
distingnished physician testifies in regard to
them:

“There io a large and increasing clase of propriet
medicinal preparitions—so-called —made, sdvertised,
and sold, embracing the fashionsble elixirs, tonics, bit-
ters, sirups, cordials, &e., which consist mainly of
epirits ; anud these, in my opinion, are largely contribot-
iqﬁw undermine the foundation of our social econ-
dition, ohiefly by gaiving admittance,uuder the disguise
of medicines, to the abodes of women and children, who
wre thus corrupted, whils yet unauspicious of expisure to
danger,”

These considerations, and especially the facil-
ities for evading the excise duties, are powerful
argunments for reducing the tax upon the manu-
facture, and, if needful, placing additional restrie-
tions upon its sale, by licenses both for whole-
sale and retail purposes. There will be too
much whisky drunk in any event; but the
chances are that the higher tax will only add to

the quantity.

WE LEARN RBY TEACHING.

There is at times an exquisite, althongh s ead,
felicity in looking at the past, even when it is
gray and clondy with the smoke of a terrible
war. Wo occasionally go over the back files
of our Tripuse and fight for Fremont, and
Kansas, and Auti-Lecompton, with something
of the old enthugiasm. Time has deadened these
onee living and earnest columns, and we are
more philosophic now than when we followed
with the lusty shouting crowd of freedom-war-
riors. Ax the war progressed, we felt that the
past had really gone, and that these who had
peopled it—the Dough-Faced Politician, the
Hunker, the Chivalric Boutherner, the
Constitutional Unionist, the Northern Man

The plays by American suthors, during the | tion; but Th':' biﬂ!"“f "H"f“'-‘""]’ is justice. :nirlu» wholoseme, tolerates the spoiling of God's
last twenty years, we can almost count apon our Gu"l'.‘!llltlj'lsl. in its best meaning, is justice als0; | plossed gifts, puts np with stenches and poisons,
fingers; and even of these, it is grievous to =ay, | but British government and French govert- | qou1 pus and false food, imperfect sewerago and
the plote and personages are mostly outlandish, | Ment may be anything that English and French | every other provocative of pestilence, ont of
It is no wonder, then, that the pit is silent and rulers, governing Ladly, may choose to muke  joor apathy or for the sake of luere, changing
moodily nequiescent. 1t does not comprehend | them, "f'("""!"’hf to _“"'-""—' specious thearies | gy ey npon a whited sepuleher, and staking
s svllable of what is so fluently uttered. "in-lf'\"'l\"’t" from malpractice. Franchise (says Me ' yoman life against dirty dollars, We bave o
text is stoffod with allusions which are all|Lowe, ineffuct,) is not intended for the sake of plenty of 5 moril

anitary scienor—too much,
Greek to its ears; and the fine people who strnt [ franchise: but, on the other hand, government | ro.nongibility considerpd, if we see not with our

| the shadow of Christian churches—that civilized  away, aod were as extinet as the masto-
irmtiu:u: ganetion publie deeds which, if they were | don or tho dodo.  As well, we said—with some
{ private, would make busy work for the hangman ! degree of sadness—mnke Behemoth come from
fand his halter—that, tun as fast as we may, we | his petrified home in the ghale rocks as recreate
jean never ontrun the selfishuess which would | the Fine Old Soutbern Gentleman, Dear old
Lreap without sowing, and the spurions philoso. relic! We could certainly draw bim with this

ours, Come minstrels and merrymen, let tha
revel begin! Do you hear? We are victors—
weo have conqaered the Sonth—we have estab-
lished the fact—that—that the Declaration of
Independence is—well we do not know what
we have established.” Matters aro rather per-
plexing! It is sure we have spent 8 good deal
of money, and lost the precious lives of many
sona and brothers. *We are once more & na-
tion,” So we were in1561; and, althongh there
are many things suggesting 1861, we must be
patient. It is rather perplexing for us to be
compelled to ask questions. But what means
this wail of sorrow from four millions of loyal
men in the South? Why this supreme glad-
ness of every Rebel in the land? Why are
Rebels placed in the high places of the syna-
gogue while the *‘poor Radicals” are bid-
den go down into the dust and repent
their sins? Why is every true soldier painfully
reminded that his sword is no longer needed in
the service of emancipationt Why are the
enemies of the country in Congress uniting as
they united during the war, whenever it was
necessary to defeat a measure of the Adminis-
tration? Come from your foreign home, much-
abused McClellan! Burst from your long hibers
nation, Vallandigham, chief of Copperbeads—
the Winter is over, the sun is shining—and
you may run again in the green fields.
Well, we have the sublime virtue of pa-
tience! If God eent Charles Stuart to fill
the seat of Cromwell, he also sent & William.
James 11, was necessary before England could
appreciate the virtues of Oliver, or the wisdom
of the Prince of Orange. God will let His peopld
gu! Phbaraoh's pride may keep them many
years in bondage; but Pharoah's fate gives a
consolation that makes us patientunder a bur-
den even worse than making bricks without

sLlraw.
O

2,430 AD VALOREM DUTIES.

Our tariffs, even when protective, have gens
erally been framed for us by British influence.
They have been smashed in the name of Frea
Trade by that same influence four times within
fifty years. When most protective of American
industry, they have been constructed full off
holes through the ad valorem principle of valua-
tion, 50 as to let the foreign importers shove im
their goods more or less free of duty, It will
astonish the public to know that our present
Tarifl has 2,439 ad valorem duties, and only 479
that are specific; while the British, who are
coaxing, srguing, bribing, and clamoring
to us to give them Free Trade, bavay
only 131 ad valorem duties in their tariff,:
aud make it & constaut special study in theid
revenue service how to diminish their number
and to entirely get rid of them. They bave fod
canturies gauged the importing conscience, andj

phy which finds right in might. The blood- pen—with boots and spurs aud bowie-knife,
and feet high over table and window-sill, rain- |

|
smearcd Maorl in hiz nakedness—the Governor
ing tobuceo juice over surrounding ereation, |

1

of Jamalea in hie uniform—the Mississippi

held their noses while Custom-House oathd
were being taken, and know that in whatsceves
tariff is an ad valorem duty through thaf

wp and Jown the boards in the costume of the |5 dire tly and ultimately intended for govern. The mor-
Middle Ages are not st all like the fine people [ ment's suke, and nothing ¢ lse.  To cap this ab-
who promensde over our modern pavements,  surdity, “we way,” says Mr. Lowe, " violat
The weary listeners would hiss if they dared: |any law of symmetry, &e., in providing the
but they are couscious of possessing no stand. | proper machinery to enable us to do what is re-
ard of independent and self-relinnt eriticism, | quired of us” Well: what is required of us?
and keep silence lest, perchance, they may hisg | sud how is proper machinery to be made by |

eyes, aud smell not with our noves,
alists are very haed upon o man who kills him-
solf Ly drivkivg gin, but there is po censure for

society killing itself by living in ill-veutilated o
houses, in the neighborhood of cessponls, within

nostril-shot of shambles, upon watered or worse
than watered milk, decayed vegetables, rotien

planter in his lnen cost and Panama hat—the

me savage soul is in all threa! The labor
of nmeliorating human affairs is censeless—let
be thankful that History proves that it is

Lt :;‘:llk'l_"_lll'r hllll!'ll' . |

THE TAX ON WHINSKY.

and consigning every living Abolitionist to af oo coration and perjury will persistently}

most puinful doom. Well, we fancied, it is a
law of nature, The sleck Tory who sneered

at  Washington mno longer exists. The
fat, fox-hunting Jacobite has morgvd!
into a Conservative squire, who hates

John Bright, and drinks to the Queen withont

mﬂ‘-hi‘-ll?_"l‘ﬂ".\' excellent. If they would but | breaking first principles? Any farm-boy, who | yeat chalky bread, rancid butter, and doctorod
muster & little conrage—if they would hut fall | kuows the rodimentary laws of mochanics, could | yuor,  Good, £usy people say that thers is no

back upon their old-fushioned prerogative—if | teach Mr. Lowe better than that, It is hard to  help for it—we nre born to bo sick, we are fated

they would do as their grandfuthers did at|run a theory of F"v'_"m,mﬂ.l‘ againat the steam- | v, die, every mon must eat his peck of dirt, we
Covent Garden, Drary Lane and the 1{"';-_!\-11;::n(- and the multiplication table, must bolt our food and ask mo questions.

market, and pass jndgment npon what is rb(-;u-j With such premises, Mr. Lowe'sides of Amer-| Doasoartes believed that brotes are mero ma-

Spiritnons and fermented liquors are emi- | passing bis wine over the water. The stately
nently fit subjects for taxation. As luxnries, | Frenchman who wore the Bourbon lilies under
they ought to yield a public revenue, and as | the magnificent gmiles of Marie Auntoinette, and
baleful agents of intemperance and crime, they | was so gracions, so kind, so patronlzing to all
should be taxed both in maoufacture and gale, | the world, bhas melted away., He was very old
#0 a5 to restriet their use sand offset the ruin : when Victor Hugo painted him. And so with
they work. Every civilized government raises our precious Son of Chivalry. He has gone

petically enbmitted to their indgment, and no

lizh might pass uncommented on:

“Ts it the result of our experience, looking st Amer
! fen, and at the detmocratic fustituthons there, wh tever
merits they may bave, that the people are jonlous of the |
moral character of their representativest Dl you !
ever baar of & man who waa ostracized from public life
in Americs in conseguence of hia having committed

Jonger seem satisfied when they are thoronghly
dissatisfied, we should scon have a crop of
eapital playe pleasantly indigenous, and a plenty
of Toro Taylors of our own, A drama which
professed to come home to our business and our
bosomns, to exhibit those passions and foibles
with whitlt we are familiar, and to portray the | h0) we cannot sdmit in Mr, Lowe's N_-];q.pj,.!
actual social life BI'(',""I s, would be sponta- | ook owing to almost the same oligarchy by |
neously  applauded ‘lf it were trne m"l!whirh Mr. Lowe is buttressed in Parlisment. |
mru;;n,‘ u.ul just : a8 S_“;wl-ta!_i"‘.""l.‘ We are oven told by Mr. }irigl“l that tlmughl
A otherwise. We have here| .. o pctituency which *the right honorable
in New-York no end of dramatic ma-| 0" represents consists of 174 members, |
l;:luj;t}}:—er; ‘;I]f[?r.h:.ij: :::(I‘l::l-e.;;:'u;l:l;:lnu:::,l;‘ !,f.nn of whom are workingmen, ** his real con-
REWAF-TICH, WO ' g - | stitueney is a member of the other House of
maker, ‘the sly aml. intriguing pnliti(::nn, ﬂ‘:l' | l’nrliam;-nt. who could have sent here his h"”"|
eccentric, the .ﬁrolwh, and the fanatic! We ! or his groom,” Machinery for mischief in p,ﬂ,.l
Bave all that Aristophanes had; but, alas! We |y, i i it ypust be confessed, a greater couve-
bave no Aristophanes. Those of us wholave | ... in the bhands of the Marquis of Laus.
the eye and the band for cotemporary por-|, . . 4ud other titled landlords than our own
traiture—and much of our lm-nfturu in Uthw:]mlitit.‘inllﬁ. Wi are content to take the politics
mm::‘: :ﬁ":: :;J':l”::;: u::l 2:‘1;:":,‘ 0:‘ of the two countries in their net re;um. and
o e e age from | 1o vu the issue to the comparison. It will be
Ssaying auythiog like dramatic originality and | g0 vt while Slavery a;:ul oligarchy cost us
maf:l' li:l’:: thTe : G hrmt. @ t:lha r:lnh ! mueh, and while we are put W some truuh‘[u to
el i wla i aproxinaels 1| e e vho g rom Engli il
foma barely tolerable; it goes for one hundredlf’u]! " mnnranlllj' adr?pl JI:“ T;h any _teac A
Bighte 10 06 * Bolan Shingles™ it ia friexpres- ings m_-hlr. Lowa's, yel : e difference ul: 2ur
aibly relieved by one touch of nature; it like fa;njr 1;:':]11&11;:‘1;& t:: h‘;m:j E::;i ﬂgjgmf.:;'e'a
;F:f:ef::;"‘;t Mtlilr::lu‘(::r:::-miltﬂta;t::‘::r opinions, because he happens to be one of the
kindly to any local play with ai:nll of loeal m-ny- t:::;?112?.‘1'.,,:;“:,;;13:?;.::’: 3;::;;::;‘::&
7 eerly Gl skl 1| o e of itin apps s s M
French courtesans and Ttalian assassins. Pll\'; Iy JAsuely Fl“ﬁfb' ltn]ﬂ; - tnglf
peally American 6ill the whole theater “_nh-l.la]lhou_gh -Mr' L"?m v n;]le.u L;J t- v rand 1'
mew vitality. The emancipated audience, con-“.mm-wmn ) “m" . r;n ilrh:iw
BBing s, daly thes Sl i Kberty 10 biss. | partisan of the South aud admirer of President
Caunot we, who have done s well in erl-ryf'juhnm"'
sther department of literature, now do some-
thing genunine und origival in the department of
l@twdnmnr 1m:hmnit: quarrel with the milkman, however
e trust that no apology is necessary for the ‘ sonhistication may have been unknown in the
Introduction of this Rl:;ljﬂ'l at the present ﬁumwrjpmitira, hm,uf times. There is no end of
The nation is entering upon a vew career; its jokes, good and bad, about the cow with the

[Hear, hour, and Isughter. )
If such aman was not ostracized accordingly |

]

MILK AND WATER.
Modern civilization, at least, has always had

chines, but we, God-made men, claiming some-
thing of the divine in our constitutions, ure con-
tent with & merely mechanical life, eating and

drinking what fortune may bring to us, and
| exercising hardly a brate discretion. There
murder, a forgery, & perjury, or anythivg of that kindt | pooor wong an ago that knew so accurately the

laws of lifo, and there never was an age that so
systematically ignored them, The milkman
cheats us, the butcher cheats ns, the grocer
cheats us, the vintner cheats us, the brewer
cheats us, the baker cheats us, the clothier
cheats us, the builder cheats us, and we are ap-
parently content to be cheated to the end. 1s
it because we all have our little private swindle
on foot, are all bent on getting something for
nothing, or worse than nothing? This is the
solution of the mystery which saves our sense,
but in what a plight doea it Jeave our morals !
St SE—

BAVAGE AND CIVILIZED,

We had not long since & very pretty tale from
New-Zealand. The Hon., Hone Wetere, native
magistrate—his English name, of all names in
the world, is John Wesley—tried an ancient
Maori fomale for witcheraft, found her guilty, of
course, and with bis own judicial hands incon-
tinently decapitated the unfortunats old lady.
The Hon. Hone Wetere is, it seems, a conserva-
tive, The radical missionaries have, no doubt,
told him that witchoraft is all stuff and non-
genae; but Hone knows better than that, Tt ia
a part of his religion to believe in it; itis a
part of his politics to believe in it; it is a part
of his social soience to believe in it; and, doubt-
less, he doea not deem this world worth living
in unloss, when he discovers a witeh, ho s to

| have the privilege of making ber shorter by a

head without delay. He only follows the law
as established by his ancestors. He only plants
himself firmly sgainst innovation. He believes,
the pious man, that when witches can keep
their heads upon their shoulders, tho wreck of
matter and the erash of worlds may be ex-
peoted at an early date,

We hold Mr. Justice Wetere in great con-
tempt; but very respectable folk at this end of
the world are quite as worthy of our indignant

. @med by great events; and a fliture of public
. uiture, unexampled in history, is before us.
. There is no question of abolishing the theater at
. MlL If there were, we might have somefhing to
. May upon that point; but for good or for evil it
- Wil continue to exist, and our Lusiness is to

it rationally and decently entertaining.

are no less than eleven theaters and dra-
matio concert-rooms which regularly advertise

Intellectual vitality has been excihedingly quick- '| iron tail; and in this city it is understood that if

we get nothing worse than water in our milk,
we are luckier than those who are served with
the strippings of distillery cows, or a horrible
mess of chalk, bullocks-brains, and the Lord
knows what other intanse ahominations. But
in Boston, they are nicer than we aro. They
do not in & general way object to water. They
not only regard it aq an excellent thing for
navigation «nd fountaius, and acheap and handy

their performances in our columus. Those who | servant in cotton-spinning, to say nothing of
Ralk of the decay of the drama, and perpetually | its services in extinguishing fires, and washing;
Pognosticate its ultimate disappearance, may but, as they like to have their mm*ey‘s worth,

that we overestimate its importance; but|they do object to receiving even the ynrest
We, who are obliged to give & eloser attention to | water when thoy pay for milk. So they hawe an
“"_ub}m, know that mugh might be lost by |excellent law. If they catch a dil\lung-{lelin-
Minking the theater below its present mediocrity, [quent, they post him. He is not ppromitted to

|
3

4
4

85 much gained by wakiog it the yespeciable | pay o small fine out of bis uofarious guins, and

consure. Porhaps Wetere has heard from
Jamaica—who knows? Perhaps he thought
that, when an English pro-consul, taking coun-
sel of his fears or of his prejudices, carried
slanghter through & whole district, hanging by
wholesale, and even treating himself to the
delicacy of a suspended clorgyman—perhaps
when Wotere heard this (which The London
Punch considers an excellent joke) he thought
it hard if he could not be indnlged in the murder
of one single old woman. No matter what he
thought! Ho did the deed; he extirpated the
witch: and we do not see why the English
Tories should not send him out a silver broad-
ax, suitably inscribed, as a token of their distin-
guished consideration.

The man, if wg do not misnomer him, Who

a large revenue from these sources: Great
Britain having collected in various shapes, in
1565, no lesg  than  £23,146,96]1—more Iluun!
& 150,000,000 in coin, or about one-third of her |
total revenue, In Russia, the Government hn{,t
a monopoly of the production and sale of epir-
its, from which she derived, in 1564, $95,850,000,
or nearly 37 per cent. of her total 1'¢*t'wmutu1
France, in 1563, raised from liguors 1,211,123,451
francs, or over a twelfth of her public income.

The Commission which has been surveying
the domain of taxable expedients has issued an
interesting Special Report on Distilled Spirits,
in whicluthe sulijecs is examined at length from
the several stand-points of Revenue, Induostry,
Morals and Hygiene, It is of opinion, from
home and foreign testimony, that the imposition
of & high tax does not materially decrease the
average consumption for drinking purposes
Ilicit distillation, smuggling and fraudulent
returns,connteract the restrictions of a high tax.
It is found also, that, above & certain ascertain-
able rate of tax, every addition results in an
actual decrease of revenue, without lessening
the consumption.

What, then, is the highest available point of
taxation for revenue purposes? The Commis-
gion recommends a reduction of the tax on
spirits from $2 per gallon to 1. The grounds
for this proposition are numerous, and some of
them gather weight with consideration.

First of all, as a question of Revenua, it is fonnd
impracticable to collect the tax now imposed.
The revelations of illicit distillation in this eity
of Inte revesl the great logs to the public in-
come and the corrupting influences on public
morals, A tax of one dollar, assimilating to the
Canadian duty, would curtail this practice, and
also have the effect of stopping smuggling across
the border. The average comsumption of the
country is between forty and fifty millions of
gallons per annum. It appears that the sum re-
ceived for taxes on spirits in the first year,
1864-5, was only sixteen millions; and it is
doubted if, with the present rates, more than
twenty-five millions will be realized for the cur-
rent year, The tax of §2 is relatively higher
than that imposed by any other Government;
for though the British tax is ten shillings a gal-
lon (imperial) of high proof, it is really lower,
and relatively sevanty per cent. less on the first
ocost of production,

Beside this, the srticle of aleohol enters
largely into the mechanical arts in the prepara-
of gums, drugs, tinctures, varnishes, and the
like. To accommodate this industrial interest,
the British Government has permitted alcohal,
when unfitted by & nauseous preparation for
drinking purposes, to be sold untaxed. The
high price of aloohol has already had the effoct
of crippling several branckes of manufacture
and sending abroad for the prodnets.

Ihim. Rather shabby, perhaps, and dinged, snd |

from history. The place that knew him shall
know him no more. The plantation is managed
by & Yankee, the slaves are Reliable Contra-
bands, and he—we mourn 10 say it—is an unre-
constructed Rebel.

——Paticoce! We are probably too fast.
There was more blood in the chivalrons veins
than we imagined. Dead—by no means!
Gone forever? Ob no, wild iconoclast! Yon
have pulled down the temple of Slavery, but
the idol remaing, and we are about to worship

with a nose or an ear broken by one of
Sherman's bummers, but still sacred and wor-
ghipful. Dead? Rather say a new lease of
life. There was much philosophy in the recent
declaration of one of this god’s high-priests, that
“the nigger had to support himself now; before,
wa had to support him. That is all the differ-
ence emancipation has made in South Carolins,”
Wise beyond your generation—keen, tobacco-
chewing priest! but not so lond next time,
if you pleasa! Then as to the dreadful war.
What did we fight against 7 ** Btate rights "—
parcut bird of all the brood of National serpents !
If anything was put to the sword, it was
ceértainly State rights, Mistaken again! It
lives, Lee, a champlon, was stricken down.
Davis, a champlion, was thrown into a dungeon,
A handred thousand other champions were sent
home under bail to keep the peace. But it lives,
and Andrew Jolhnson is a champion more pu-
issant than Lee or Davis, or their hundred
thousand followers, When Lord Btanley went
over to Richmond, Bosworth field was virtually
decided, Purblind, stupid Richard! not to
know that there was a fair danghter, who aspired
to acrown. You may have his son George's
head, but look to your own crown. No time for
ax or headsman now! King Richard, draw and
save your own head! Your kingdom's gone.
Youmay keep Tennessee a8 a hostage against
this now champion of State rights, That would
be & mean revenge. You cannot defend the
rights of over twenty Btates by making an
example of one.

*‘ Staterights " lives, jolly and fat, rather proud
of its honorable scars, and good for a long fight.
If anything was slain by the war, certainly it
was Copperheadism, Yet the Copperheads
were never in such glee before—nover since
that Jolly season of Bull Run. Possibly,
there is no reason for all this joy. They may
want to show an extreme exuberance of spirits.
But we do not—well, not to be angry—we do
not like it. ‘'We wisk no Capulets at our mas-
querades ! They are a treacherous race, and carry
daggers, This extreme Copperhead exuberance,
we scarcely know what to make of it! ** Gontle.
men, you forget. Lee surrendered, Joe Johnaton
was beaten, Early was smashed, Bemmes waa
blown out of wind and water, Jeff. Davis is in jail,

endeavor to cheat the revenue. The Con,

will be immortal for patriotic service to its
conntry which, in revising the tariff, will plucky
up by the roots forever the ad valorem principle,
and require foreigners to pay specific duties by
the pound, yard, cubie foot and gallon.

FROM RICHMOND.
e s
The Freedmen's Celebration at Richmend
—1is Quiet nnd Orderly Aspeci—Descripe
tiem of the Procrssion—A Grand Mare
shal Shet At—The President’s Peace
Procinmation—Burning of a Celored
Church—Fulr for the Nolerers—The
Printers’ Nerike.
From Our Speclal Correspondent.
Ricumoxn, Va., April 3, 1668,
One year sgo to-day the streets of Richmond
were filled with soldiery fushed with victory, elated
with success. ‘The leaders of an oligarchy had fled in-
dismay. The chains of Slavery were broken. It bad
been established thst this was the land of the free; and
those to whom this new order of things eame mosl
acceptably to-day commemorate that occasion.
Notwithstanding the various conflicting rumors as t9

sl

whether the autborities wonld allow the colored peopla
to parade the streets of the city, every
tion was made among the
celehration. From the suburbs of the el
came every colored mwan.  woman and
and by 9 0'ioek the streets were thronged by at leash
20,000 gouls, The utmost decorum pr among
them, Now and then a white yonth, still mm
memories of defunct {nstitutions, choose to his
spleen with & corse for St thg::a' Day. Bat the
ico arrangements were altogethier too parfect to ale
w any such incendiary expression to pass uncbecked,
Too much Enm ocannot be ;mwnll upon Major
borne and his efficient police force—they were
g_ment—-und Justios was accorded irres
or & week, the press of Kielmond had
chausen stories, and the fearsof the whites hunu 0
that they believed the day would tul\“

worked u
uival of b hed, To allay these forel
following handbiil was WIM i

Nomica'=The Colored People of
would most_respectiully inform the pul
lnu:dtouhbml.)r“ m‘ﬁlw
a8 has been stated in the pspers ¥

L By

the day on which God was their
pnuu{mo.
C. Hannrs, J. Corxs,
J. Epurxps, F. J. 8mm,
N. WisLiams, Commities.

RicAmond, ¥a., April 2, 1864, .

On Sasturdsy morolng s from W
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is owing 1o doubs 10 thess seve

appeared in oue of the dal
hirl?l..l lb'plndm
ral that

Itis forus to firo guns—ibe musio ahould be




